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Welcome to the Reading Group Guide for Wild Dark Shore. Please note: In order to provide reading 
groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions possible, it is sometimes necessary 
to reveal important aspects of the plot of the novel, as well as the ending. If you have not finished 
reading Wild Dark Shore, we respectfully suggest that you wait before reviewing this guide. 

 
1. The novel’s epigraph reads: “There is a land of the living and a land of the dead / and the 

bridge is love, / the only survival, the only meaning.” How do you interpret that line? How 
does it reverberate throughout the novel?  
 

2. The narration rotates around the perspectives of the main characters. Discuss the different 
styles and formats those perspectives take, as well as the balance between them. Why do you 
think the author made those narrative choices? Was there a character you were especially 
drawn to or moved by, and why?  
 

3. Discuss Dominic’s relationships with his three children. How do they evolve over the course 
of the novel? What role does Rowan plays in that evolution?  
 

4. Multiple characters are haunted in this novel: Dom by his wife, Claire; Orly by the voices of 
the animals killed on Shearwater over the centuries; Rowan by her little brother, River. How 
are their hauntings similar and different? Do you think this novel is a kind of ghost story?  
 

5. How do you think the isolation of Shearwater affects the Salts? In your opinion, what are the 
pros and cons of living on the island?    
 

6. Dom reflects, “I never loved a place before we came here.” What does Shearwater mean to 
Dom? To his children? To Rowan? What is the importance of the setting to the story itself? 
How does that tie into the title of the book? 
 

7. Rowan has very complicated reasons for coming to Shearwater. How do you understand her 
decision? Do you think it was the right thing to do?  
 

8. Raff tells Rowan: “Deep down, you know as well as we do, that everything Dom does is for 
his kids.” Do you think that justifies his actions in the novel, including the choice to 
imprison Hank in the seed bank? Why do you think Rowan, Dom, and Orly all decide to try 
to go back and rescue Hank during the storm? In your view, is Hank at all redeemable or 
forgivable, given the pressure on him?  
 



9. Rowan reflects: “Loving a place is the same as having a child. They are both too much an act 
of hope, of defiance. And those are a fool’s weapons.” Why do you think she feels that way? 
Does her view change over the course of the novel? If so, how and why? 
 

10. Discuss Raff’s description of whale song: “He was born the day he first heard the song of a 
whale. . . . In one moment high and squeaking like the top note of a violin, in the next 
guttural, echoing, some space between the moan of a cow and the trumpet of an elephant. 
Sometimes joyous and playful, sometimes mournful and searching. Sometimes with a trill or 
a creak or a rumble. A question, a call, a love letter.” What do you think he means? What 
role do whales and their songs play in this novel? 
 

11. Dom tells Hank: “Maybe we will drown or burn or starve one day, but until then we get to 
choose if we’ll add to that destruction or if we will care for each other.” How do you 
interpret his words? How does this novel explore the climate crisis and our response to it? 
 

12. Rowan tries to explain to Fen her marriage to Hank: “I think it suited me to be with 
someone I knew would never look directly at me.” What do you think she means? How do 
you understand Rowan and Hank’s marriage? How is Rowan’s relationship with Dominic 
different?  
 

13. Why do you think Fen decides to burn her mother’s possessions? Do you sympathize with 
her actions? How do the different characters in this novel relate to Claire’s memory? Even 
though she dies long before the novel begins, do you consider her to be a character in the 
story?  
 

14. As the seed bank is closing, the Salts are supposed to be saving the seeds that could help 
protect humans in the future, including important crops. But Orly decides to go rogue and 
save instead the seeds that he finds the most beautiful and unusual. Do you think one 
approach is “right”? Discuss.  
 

15. Do you consider this novel to have a happy ending, or at least a hopeful one? Why or why 
not?  
 

16. What do you think life will be like for the Salts, after Shearwater? How were their lives 
changed by knowing Rowan?  

 


